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JANUARY T, 1879.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.
Forty-seven persons present.
A paper entitled “Description of a New Species of Goniobran-
chus,” by Andrew Garrett, was presented for publication.
The death of the Rev. Dr. E. R. Beadle was announced.
A committee consisting of Mr. J. H. Redfield, Dr. R. E. Rogers,

and Dr. Jos. Leidy was appointed to draft a resolution expressive
of the Academy’s esteem for the late Rev. Dr. Beadle.

JANUARY 14.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.
Forty persons present.

A paper entitled ¢ List of Land Shells inhabiting Rurutu, one
of the Austral Islands,” by Andrew Garrett, was presented for
publication.

The Committee appointed to prepare a resolution upon the
death of the late Rev. Dr. Beadle presented the following, which
was unanimously adopted:—

Resolved, That in the death of our late associate, the Rev. Dr.
Elias R. Beadle, we have to mourn the loss of an ardent, reverent,
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10 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1879.

and sincere seeker for truth, whose attainments in knowledge were
so broad, and so diversified, as to command our respect and admi-
ration, and whose large and loving heart was so manifest in all
his deportment and intercourse with us,as to win our esteem and
affection. We, therefore, join our sympathies with all those who
have been bereft of his instruction, his example,and his fellowship,
and we direct that these sentiments be placed upon our records,
and a copy of the same be transmitted to the family of the de-
ceased.

JANUARY 21.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.
Thirty-four persons present.

A paper entitled “ Notes on some Pacific Coast Fishes,” by W.
N. Lockington, was presented for publication.

Solidago odora as a “Tea” Plant.—Mr. TrHoMas MEEHAN drew
attention to some samples of dried leaves that had been sent for
identification, and which are represented to be in extensive use in

Jerks Co., Pa., as a beverage under the name of *Blue Mountain
Tea.” Mur. Mechan found the leaves to belong to Solidago odora,
The infusion had a slight taste of fennel, by no means disagree-
able, but yet with little more attractions than catnip, or any ordi-
nary ‘ herb tea,” might present.

JANUARY 28.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.

Thirty-two persons present.

A paper entitled * Further Notes on the Mechanical Genesis of
Tooth-forms,” by Jno. A. Ryder, was presented for publication.

On Gordius, and on some Parasites of the Rat.—Prof. LEIDY
exhibited a curious knotted mass of living hair-worms, Gordius
robustus? which had been sent to- him by Dr. 8. T. Roman, of
Conowingo, Cecil Co., Md.  The mass had been picked up in a
gutter at the edge of '1. forest near Conowingo, on a rainy morning
of Dec. 15,1878, It contained 52 male individuals, and 7 females.
The 101mer ranged from 8 to 25 centimetres in length, by & to £
of a millimetre in thickness; the latter range from 14 to 191 cen-
timetres in length, by 1 millimetre in thickness. The females are
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been induced to make.it a visit. Though he had seen collections
of casts of fossils and skeletons in the museums of colleges and
other institutions, from Prof. Ward’s establishment, he had not
been prepared to find it so extensively representing all depart-
ments of natural history as it proved to be, and even in Europe
helad seen no dealer’s stock that was equal to it. For the variety
of its objects, and the excellence of preservation and preparation
of the specimens, he recommended it to the Academy and to others
ssasource from whence to supply the wants and deficiencies of
their cabinets. The collection of skeletons is large, and is admi-
nable for the cleanness, whiteness, and perfect mounting of the
gpecimens. A few thousand dollars expended in this departmeut
would be of much importance to the ‘museum of the Academy.
A collection of glass models of invertebrate animals, made by
Leopold Blaschka, of Dresden, had especially attracted his atten-
tion. The models are remarkable for their accuracy and beauty,
and they supply a means of illustration which has long been felt.
They represent soft and delicate forms which cannot be satisfac-
torily preserved, and others too minute to be examined with the
naked eye. Moreover their price is so moderate, that it is to be
hoped that the Academy may malke early provision to obtain a
series. Prof T. exhibited specimens, such as the Red Coral,
Corallium rubrum, of the natural size and magnified ; the hydroid
polyp, Hydractinia echinata, which lives on the shell of the Ilermit
Crab, ete.  Prof. L. added that at the present time when society
was awakened to the importance of the study of natural history,
Prof. Ward was worthy of the highest commendation for the ability
and energy he had displayed in accumulating so ample a means
for its illustration.

OcCTOBER 28.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.
b b
Forty-nine persons present.

The following papers were presented for publication:—

“Revision of the Paleeocrinoidea, Part I., the Families Ichthyo-
erinidee and Cyathocrinidze,” by Charles Wachsmuth and Frank
Springer.

“A Comparison of the Eocene Mollusca of the Southeastern
United States and Western Europe in relation to the determina-
tion of identical forms,” by Angelo Heilprin.

The death of William H. Gumbes, a member, was announced.

Variations in Thuja and Retinospora.—Mr. TnoMas MEETAN
referred to his observations reported to the Academy many years
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ago, showing that the plant known in gardens as Thuja ericoiles
was but a form of arbor vite that had carried its juvenescent con-
dition through life,instead of changing its character for the “adalt”
condition after its first three months of existence, as arbor vites
generally do. Out of a large number of trees of this form that
had been growing on his grounds for fifteen years, one had as
sumed the normal adult condition. Since he had first recorded’
his observations, most of the leading botanists had come to regard
these plants as he did, and there seemed no need of further evi-
dence; but this changed plant had now produced fruit for the first
time, specimens of which he exhibited. It was exactly ZThujo o
cidentalis. 'These juvenescent forms after fifteen years’ growth had
shown only this single disposition to assume the final or adult con-
dition or to flower. He also exhibited a similar juvenescent form
known as Retinospora squarrosa, one plant of which out of some
hundreds had developed to Retinospora obtusa. In the ease of the
arbor vitae the change from the juvenescent to the adult form wag
gradual ; in Retinospora it was by a single leap. Each condi
tion had its separate color, and separate chemical principles, the
latter point having been called to Meehan’s observation by Dr,
Sterry Hunt; but this was characteristic of all sueh morphologi
cal changes. There was a difference in the rind of orange andin
its pulp,—in the flesh of the peach and in its kernel, though all
were morphologically the same. It was, however, worth remen-
bering that with morphological changes there was often change
in cell structure, as well as in sensible properties. Mr. Meehan
further called attention to the almost identical characters of the
two juvenescent forms exhibited—while in the adult they were so
widely divided—for there were in all Coniferse probably no two
genera better marked in the characters derived from their fructif-
cation than Retinospora and Thuja.

Russell S. Hill was elected a member.

NovEMBER 4.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.
Thirty-four persons present.

A paper entitled *On the Pacific Species of Caulolatilus,” by
W. N. Lockington, was presented for publication.

The following were ordered to be printed:—
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the remaining whorls also with two smooth bands; mouth narrow,
sbout £ the length of shell.

Length .4 inch.

Claiborne, Ala.

This species differs from the Acteeon ( Tornatella) lineatus of
Les (4. idoneus ? Conrad) in having two smooth bands on the
pper portion of the body-whorl instead of one. Mr. Lea men-
tions having in his cabinet a species from the Paris basin also
with two bands, but I fail to discover the same described in the
work of M. Deshayes.

PISANIA, Bivon.
Pisania bucciniformis, nob. PI. xiii., fig. 7.

A fragment only of this, the first described species of true
Pisania existing in the Eocene formations of the United States
las come to my notice. The body-whorl is about 2 inch in length,
sriated on the inferior portion, and with a slightly impressed
line beneath the suture ; mouth about # length of body-whorl; canal
almost obsolete ; columella arcuate, wrinkled at base; outer lip
striated within by about seven elevated ridges.

Length 7.

Claiborne, Ala.

The Pisania Clatbornensis of Whitfield (Am. Journ. Conchol.,
vol. i,y p. 259) appears from the description and figure to be more
neatly related to Zriton.

CONTUS, L.
Conus pulcherrimus, nob. Pl xiii., fig. 8.

Shell conical ; spire elevated ; whorls about seven, slightly con-
ave above, granularly crenulated on the angle, and transversely
striated; a prominent simple line below the angle, and one of
granulations beneath the suture. Aperture?

Length about % inch.

Claiborne, Ala.

PLEUROTOMA, Lam.
Pleurotoma insignifica, nob. PI. xiii., fig. 9.

Shell fusiform, with prominent revolving lines below the middle
of the whorl; spire elevated ; whorls about five, angular; canal
short, obliquely curved ; mouth contracted.

Length 1 inch.

(Claiborne, Ala.
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